
82   CENTRAL & SOUTH AMERICA

JATA – J.A. TREVIÑO ABOGADOS

JAIME A. TREVIÑO – MANAGING PARTNER

Monterrey Office - T: +52 (81) 8335-4200.
Houston Office - T: +1 (713) 963-3677

jtrevino@jatabogados.com | www.jatabogados.com

MEXICO - INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

COMTE & FONT
HENRY PHILIP COMTE - SENIOR PARTNER

T: +502-23802600
henry.comte@legalsa.com
www.legalsa.com

The firm offers a complete range of conflict resolution services, including nego-
tiation, arbitration, and litigation, whether administrative, judicial or constitutional, 
or commercial, civil or criminal. The firm’s team is very experienced and is 
uniquely qualified to handle very complex and / or highly sensitive conflicts. 

The firm has significant and very successful experience advising clients 
on the resolution of shareholder disputes in large and high profile com-
panies, in “bet the house” litigation, and in complex corporate litigation 
involving the banking sector. Comte & Font is known as strategic, tough 
and aggressive litigators. 

“A client needs to consider a law firm’s experience, particularly in regard to 
how it has managed to resolve conflicts in the past, not just in terms of the num-
ber of cases won, but also regarding the level of comfort (or discomfort) that the 
final resolution has caused to all parties involved. Legal advice and represen-
tation that gets results but does not burn too many bridges is key,” explained 
Henry Philip Comte senior partner of Comte & Font.

Mr Comte leads the team of attorneys who are currently litigating 
shareholder disputes at some of Guatemala’s most important national 

corporate groups. These complex disputes have involved civil litigation, 
criminal claims, administrative actions and constitutional amparos.

Mr Comte and his team have also been very active and successful 
in the defence against challenges to acquired rights by the holders of 
several very large concessions by the Guatemalan government.

His practice is specialised in: civil, commercial, administrative, banking 
and constitutional litigation; white collar and business crime, intellectual 
property litigation, enforcement of intellectual property rights, including ac-
tions against piracy, unfair competition, administrative litigation related to 
government bids and acquisitions, shareholder disputes; consumer rights, 
misleading and false advertising and arbitration.

According to the firm, one of the main difficulties clients can encoun-
ter is with the Guatemalan courts, which are not actively encouraging 
the use of arbitration. Guatemalan law specifically indicates a limited 
number of procedures which may be resolved through arbitration. 
This is complicated further by the fact that the circle of arbitrators in 
Guatemala is very small, and the possibility of conflicts of interest is 
significant. Because it is difficult to find an arbitrator who can rule on 
large and complex cases and who is free from potential conflicts of 
interest, clients frequently opt for litigation.

The economic downturn has resulted in significant increases in de-
faults on credit and in bankruptcies in Guatemala, particularly by banks 
and financial institutions, and by companies in the construction field. 
Increasingly, the firm finds that the disputes are not limited to commer-
cial litigation, but also include criminal complaints.

In the firm’s opinion, large cases are becoming increasingly complex, 
as the disputes involve several fronts at once. For example, a recent 
shareholder dispute involving the control of a large Guatemalan com-
pany resulted in more than 30 different actions, including civil lawsuits, 
filings for “Amparos” (requests for judicial protection orders on constitu-
tional grounds), administrative actions and criminal procedures.

GUATEMALA - DISPUTE RESOLUTION LAW FIRM OF THE YEAR

JATA’s background and experience providing Mexican corporate legal services 
to sophisticated international clients clearly positions the firm as a leader and 
top choice when doing business in Mexico.

The team’s preparation and expertise in financing, M&A, business start-up, 
corporate, and other related areas of practice is the firm’s core asset, and 
is also the base from which the firm provides legal services with a creativ-
ity edge, demanded by today’s global transactions. JATA is not necessarily 
interested in being the largest law firm, but rather the most effective and 
experienced. The firm’s history in international transactional practice, and the 
experience teaming-up with some of the largest and most prestigious inter-
national law firms, provides the firm with a solid background to identify each 
client’s specific needs and respond to them quickly and with extensive op-
tions and alternatives. From initial business incorporation to complex acquisi-
tions, passing through shareholders’ agreements, corporate governance, 
intellectual property, labour matters, regulatory issues – and all related areas, 

everyone involved at JATA is prepared to proactively support the business 
teams of clients.

With offices in Monterrey and Houston, JATA is also present & provid-
ing Mexican legal advice in one of the most important business centers 
in the U.S., and a natural headquarter region for global companies’ 
Mexican and Latin American operations. JATA’s Houston office enables 
the firm to be closer to clients while facilitating interaction and meetings 
to advise them on their Mexican legal needs. The Houston office is 
designed to team-up with a main office in Monterrey to structure and 
coordinate the firm’s practice in the clients’ best interests.

Having a bi-cultural, and not only bilingual, legal team enables JATA to 
critically stand-out when working on a cross-border environment. The attor-
neys have either worked or studied abroad, and such experience provides 
us with a better position to understand and anticipate the clients’ needs, 
more effectively addressing them under applicable law and practice. JATA 
believe that this is a key element of value for the team, and is truly appreci-
ated by clients. JATA’s team members are familiar with the global business 
trends and constantly work with top international legal and business play-
ers. Such exposure to complex corporate & transactional matters, together 
with preparation and expertise, enables JATA to better assist clients in 
reaching their goals. English is fully spoken throughout JATA’s offices, and 
some of the attorneys are also fluent in French and Italian.

JATA is specialised in advising foreign clients doing business in Mex-
ico. The firm’s clients range from Fortune 100 companies to smaller 
business enterprises which are interested in building up their busi-
ness from solid legal ground, enabling them to consolidate and grow 
institutionally towards their success.  JATA is also proud to represent 
Mexican companies, some of which have followed the firm since the 
firm’s founding: from a top world player in the construction materials’ 
business to smaller businesses and service providers.


